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ginger root were cultivated, and the rapidity with which
the oxen and pigs, originally introduced by the Spaniards
not more than eighty years before, had run wild and
multiplied to an inconceivable extent. The herbage on
which they fed made these beasts big and fat, while their
hides proved to be a valuable article of export, and were
to prove in the next century a source of attraction to
English and French pirates as potent as the gold and
silver of the sixteenth century and the dyewoods of the
eighteenth century.

The Englishmen of Drake's 1585-6 expedition found
in San Domingo a great store of strong wine, sweet oil,
vinegar, olives, and excellent wheatmeal packed in casks,
besides woollen and linen cloth and silk; there was also
much porcelain obtained from the trade with the Philip-
pines and China.

From San Domingo Drake proceeded to the city of
Cartagena, on the north coast of what is now the republic
of Colombia. Cartagena was occupied for six weeks and
finally ransomed for a sum equivalent to about ^"55,000.
In the year following he performed his heroic feat of
destroying 10,000 tons of hostile Spanish shipping in the
Bay of Cadiz: heroic and, from a patriotic point of view,
praiseworthy, since it crippled the power of Spain to
punish England for infringing her monoply of the New
World. In 1588 he took a leading part in attacking and
dispersing the Spanish Armada. In the following year
he was put in command of a fleet which was to snatch
Lisbon from the Spaniards and restore the Portuguese
monarchy; but here he failed through quarrelling with
the English general who commanded the English landing
force.

Five years afterwards, however (in 1595), Drake and